


Donald B. Lawrence 1911-1996

Donald B. Lawrence died April 29,
1996, at the University Good Sa-
maritan Center after a struggle
with pneumonia. He was a popular
professor of botany at the Universi-
ty of Minnesota, where he taught
from 1937 to his retirement in
1976. Professor Lawrence was a
major contributor to research in
plant ecology, especially the return
of plant life to areas that had been
covered by glaciers and voleanoes,
He also was an early and leading
advocate of ethnobotany. He was
known in his classes for his exten-
sive use of slides from exotic and in-
teresting locations.

The relationship Professor Law-
rence had with many of his stu-
dents was as a mentor, and he and
his wife Lib, created a community
of scholars who met often at their
home to share details of their re-
search. “He taught his students to
pay attention to detail, and to ob-
serve and appreciate the process of
nature,” said Chris Soutter, a stu-
dent and former assistant. “I've
made choices in my life because of
what I learned from him. He affect-
ed my education decisions, my ca-
reer, and how | teach my children.”

In 1974, Professor Lawrence re-
ceived the University's highest
award for excellence in teaching.
He was greatly respected by his stu-
dents and colleagues; he was also
honored by the Ecological Society of
America for exceptional service to
the science of ecology, and in 1995,
he received a special certificate of
honor from the College of Biological
Sciences for his long-standing con-
tributions to that college.

Professor Lawrence took a unique
path to his academic career: after
attending Reed College in Oregon,
he went to Johns Hopkins and was
awarded a PhD degree in 1936, the
only degree he ever received. He
was invited by Professor William 5.
Cooper to join the botany faculty at
the University of Minnesota. In
1964, he received a Fulbright Fel-
lowship to support his research in
the South Pacific. He continued to
work on comparisons of the history
of plant communities related to

glaciers in Chile, New Zealand,
and Glacier Bay, Alaska, through-
out his career. As recently as
1993, he presented a paper on
Alaska on his work there.

He was active in the Ecological
Society of America for 50 years,
and in the Minnesota Native Plant
Society. He was a founder of the
Minnesota Chapter of the Nature
Conservancy, and he donated
land, time, and professional exper-
tise to preserving natural land-
seapes in both Minnesota and Ore-
gon. His efforts to help create the
University's Cedar Creek Natural
History Area for ecological re-
search and teaching led to the
naming of the main building in his
honor at a ceremony last vear.

Professor Lawrence was a
strong supporter of the Minnesota
Native Plant Society. He had close
ties to this organization from the
beginning; two of his former stu-
dents were among its founders. He
was involved with the starting of
the annual seed exchange, provid-
ing advice and special financial
support. He gave one of the first
lectures (January 1983) on Vegeta-
tion Development in Southeast
Alaska following Glacial Recession
as a Key to Understanding Early
Post-Glacial Vegetation in Minne-
sota, He enjoyed attending the
monthly lectures and did so regu-
larly until his health failed. He
will be remembered with great af-
fection and respect.—prepared by
Chris Soutter.

Conservation Online: The
TNC Homepage

The Nature Conservancy (TNC)
provides information online enti-
tled Wired for Conservation. The
homepage leads to audio and visu-
al clips and includes information
on rtare and endangered species
and more, within the United
States. Access TNC at httpd/
www.tne.org.

Remember to pay dues

The Minnesota Native Plant Soclety

Minnesota Plant Press
Thor Kommedahl, editor
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out to: Minnesota Native Plant Society, and
sent to @ Minnesota Native Plant Society,
220 Biological Sciences Center, 1445 Gon-
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Four issues are published each year.
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Announcements and Society Activities

Record native plant and
landscaping projects for
MNPS presentation

Members of MNPS are encouraged
to take slides of their own projects
on native plants and landseaping
and save them to alternate with
Plant-of-the-Month presentations.
Projects could include native
plants, propagation, butterfly gar-
dening, mini-prairies, landscape
design, habitat restoration, and
more. Share your experiences with
others. If interested, call Gary Per-
rault,

The Prairie Reader—a peri-
odical on prairie ecology,
preservation, and restora-
tion

This quarterly publication pro-
vides a forum for discussion on
prairie biology and ecology. The
September issue contains 12 arti-
eles on a variety of topics, an-
nouncements of events, and book
reviews, Camille LeFevre is pub-
lisher and editor. Subscriptions (4
issues/year) are $18, and sample
issues are $5. Order from The
Prairie Reader, PO Box 8227, St.
Paul, MN 55108.

Watch valuables left in cars
at parking lot

All MNPS members are reminded
that valuables left in vehicles in
the parking lot of the Minnesota
Valley National Wildlife Refuge
are always at risk, Please take ap-
propriate action,

Interesting Web Sites

Mississippi River:
http:/fwww.greatriver.com
Biologist's Notebook:
http:/fwww.p-pub.com

Seed Exchange is planned
for November 7

MNPS sponsors a seed exchange
every fall. This year the exchange
will take place immediately follow-
ing the regular program meeting
on November 7. Seed should be
from member's gardens or from the
wild, Seeds should be dry; aveid
storing seeds in plastic bags that
retain moisture. Whenever possi-
ble, please package seeds per per-
son not as a bulk supply,

Label the seed as completely as
possible, including scientific and
common names, collection site,
habitat, date of collection, and the
collector’s name. Any cultural in-
formation provided is appreciated.
First choice of seed will go to the
contributors, then the seed ex-
change will be open to all.

Contributors often provide enve-
lopes, but members are encour-
aged to bring their own envelopes.
In collecting seeds from the wild be
judicious in selecting quantity.

MNPS Display Board Use

All members are welcome to show
our display board at events, mu-
seums, and schools, if an attendant
is present or it is safely displayed.
This 3 by 5 foot, 2-sided board
holds information on the Society,
native plants, and stewardship.
Call Don Knutson

Oak ecosystems conference

A conference on Oak Ecosystems in
Minnesota and the Midwest will
be held October 9, from 8 AM to 5
PM at the Hormel Nature Center,
1304 NE 21st S5t., Austin, MN
55912. The registration fee is $35.
Make checks payable to DNR and
send to DNR co/o Kathy Bolin,

School Nature Area Project
funds native plantings

This project provides funds to
schools for projects that will im-
prove wildlife habitats and en-
hance native vegetation on or
near school grounds. Cash awards
vary from $500 to $1500. In 1995,
SNAP funded 30 projects such as
prairie restorations; native plant-
ings for birds, butterflies and in-
sects; mnative tree and shrub
plantings; and more, MNPS mem-
bers are encouraged to work with
a school or teacher on such pro-
jects. The application deadline is
December 2, 1996. Projects must
be completed by June 1998, Re-
quest applications from Char Be-
ZaANSon: bezan-
son@stolaf.edu, or write to SNAP,
St Olaf College, 1520 5t. Olaf
Ave., Northfield, MN 55057.

National Wildlife Refuge
Week at Minnesota Valley
National Wildlife Refuge
will be October 5-13

Celebrating their 20th anniver-
sary, an open house will be held
October 12 at the Visitor Center,
1 to 4 PM. Special events include:
sFall Colors on the Minnesota
River, Belle Plaine-Thompson
Ferry Landing, October 5, 10 AM
to 3:30 PM. Age 8 to adult. Call
for reservations.

*Calling All Sguirrels, Visitor
Center, October 6; 2 to 3:30 PM.
Short walk in woods.

*Morning Bird Hike, Bass Ponds,
Oetober 6, 13; 9:30 to 11 AM.
sLate Afternoon Canoe Paddle, in
one of refuge marshes, October 9;
3:30 to 6 PM. Ten cances only.
Call for reservations.

*Bike the Urban Refuge, Old Ce-
dar Avenue Start, Oct 6, 13; 9 AM
to noon. Call for reservations.
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